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March 24, 1983
Local ,-~.,)
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University this summer will launch
a pilot program--scheduled for nationwide adoption--designed to train
professionals in the field of directing student activities.
Bill Clark, Area Head, Student Activities and University Union at
Eastern, suggested the idea to the National Association for Campus
Activities (NACA).

The NACA accepted the proposal, built a model, and

Eastern met the requirements of the model.

Graduates of the program will

be NACA-certified.
Primary purpose of the competency-based project, Clark said, "is
to provide assurance that professionals engaged in the co-curricular
activities field will meet acceptable standards of quality."
He also said the program has two basic benefits: certified persons
who accept positions in the field will have the confidence that comes
with thorough training, and employing institutions will know their
employees have proper credentials for the jobs.
Six students, all of whom will be candjdates for M.S. in Ed.
degrees, have been accepted from among 24 applicants across the country.
Most of the applicants were student leaders in the colleges where they
earned bachelor's degrees.
Courses in education will come through the Department of Educational Psychology and Guidance, Clark said.

He said Dr. Don Moler and

Dr. Bill Crane of that department, and Dr. Larry Williams, Dean of the
Graduate School, were instrumental in putting the program together, and
will help implement it.

A minimum of 14 competencies must be completed

and approved before certification.

Ten are required and four are electives.
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Pilot Program
Add 1
Among the required are those dealing with marketing, contractual
agreements, budgeting and accounting, funding student activities program
and developing volunteer student leaders.
Students may choose from among such elective competencies as
staging, lighting and sound, box office and ticket management, university
union management, scheduling of facilities, and building operations and
maintenance.
One calendar year will be required to complete the program.
More than 900 institutions are NACA members, including the
nation's most prestigious universities.
Clark said "I 'feel the assignment of the pilot program to Eastern
reflects favorably upon the University and upon the student activities
and organizations operation."
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